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Vineyard Youth: Connecting for Change

Bioneers By the Bay Conference: October, 2010

Vineyard youth are pursuing their dreams for their island and for the world.  Shawna Brown from Edgartown, Amoy 
Anderson, Kelsey Dandeneau and Ashleen Cafarelli from Oak Bluffs joined with 2,000 people from schools, organizations 
and companies at the Bioneers by the Bay Conference in New Bedford.  The 6th Conference: Connecting for Change was 
three days of inspirational speakers, educational workshops, farmers and local artisan markets and musical performances 
-- telecast with the original Bioneers in California and linked to 20 other communities around the world.

As delegates of the Vineyard Youth Summit for Sustainable Development, they are exploring ideas for their Sustainability-
In-Action projects.  They were touched to learn from Greg Mortensen, Three Cups of Tea how Afghanistan girls were now 
going to school. Inspired by his 14 year old daughter’s narration of her father’s work and Pennies for Peace, they invited her 
to attend the 2011 Vineyard Youth Summit.

They were fascinated by David de Rothschild who built the catamaran Plastiki, buoyed by 12,500 reclaimed plastic bottles 
The Story of Stuff and how “we need to use 

less stuff to help our global neighbors.”  They were shocked to hear statistics from Dr. Antwi Akom  and Van Jones, known 

youth.  They were energized by performances by Tem Blessed who uses Sustainable Hip Hop like the “Green Anthem” as 

YouthBuild New Bedford. 

An aspiring businesswoman, Kelsey was especially impressed with Seth Goodman, President of Honest Tea is “one of 
the ten best companies on the planet based on their overall social and environmental record.”  

They were inspired by Nikki Henderson, People’s Grocery in West Oakland, California leveraging local nutrition 
education to reduce obesity, diabetes, heart disease.  Since People’s Grocery is featured in the book, Stone Soup for the 

World: Life-Changing Stories of Everyday Heroes, Nikki will serve as faculty for the 2011 Vineyard Youth Summit.

They enjoyed meeting members of the Youth Initiative and invited them to the Vineyard Youth Summit!  Other Vineyarders 
attended including Pam and Nat Benjamin, Gail Tipton and John Abrams signing his books.

year-round program builds on the Youth Summit and provides leadership development opportunities.  

Marion Institute, Comfort Inn & Suites Fall River, Not Your Average Joe’s in Dartmouth, Sangre’s in Fall River and Brown 
Williams.  Special thanks to our Vineyard sponsors especially McCurdy Motors and Bill Brown at Martha’s Vineyard 
Multisport Inc., Bink’s Auto, Vineyard Alternative Auto, Vineyard Bottled Water Steamship Authority and EcoMV.

the book/educational curriculum, Stone Soup for the World, initiatives and Youth Summits that prepare young and emerging 

the Island. For more information, please email mvyouthleaders@gmail.com


